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USING OVERLAYS IS EASY
Simply follow these quick steps.  Note: all these instructions may 
look daunting. To see how easy it is, watch the video.

PLACE THE OVERLAY 
1. Drag the overlay over your image.
2. Resize to fit your image exactly. (tip: use the resize tool and 

from the View menu, choose: Snap To/Snap to Document 
Bounds.)

3. OR You can also resize your Overlay before you place it 
using this method: Watch video

ADD A SOLID COLOR ADJUSTMENT LAYER
1. With the Overlay layer selected, In the Layer Panel,  click 

the New Adjustment Layer icon. 
2. The color picker panel will come up. Choose a color that is 

close to what you want. You don’t need to be precise at this 
stage as you will be able to adjust it in the next steps.

CREATE A CLIPPING MASK
1. Select the Overlay layer.
2. Hold down the Option key (MAC) or the Alt key (PC)
3. At the same time, click the line between the Overlay and 

the Solid Color Adjustment Layer. You should see a 
downward pointing arrow to the left of the color box.  (see 
illustration at right.)

MAKING ADJUSTMENTS
1. Change the Blend Mode and Opacity on the Overlay layer.
2. To change the color, double-click the color box. When the 

color picker comes  up, you can pick a color from anywhere 
in your document,  your foreground/background colors, or 
your swatches panel.

3. If you need to use a layer mask, place it on the Overlay 
layer.

Using The Transparent Overlays with 
Clipping Masks

Add A Solid Color Adjustment Layer from the Layer Panel

WATCH A VIDEO HERE
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